HADLEIGH  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1897 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of 
the  District,  during  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1S97. 

Population  1881 , 3237  ; 1891,  3229. 

Area  4288  acres.  Number  of  Persons  per  acre,  '75. 


BIRTHS.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  88  (37  males  and  51  females)  equivalent  to  a birth- 
rate of  27'25  per  thousand  of  the  population,  and  a decrease  on  the  birth-rate  of  the  previous  nine  years.  The  births 
and  birth-rates  in  this  district  during  the  past  ten  years  were  : — 

1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897 

Births  104  102  116  96  96  105  103  97  92  88 

Birth-rate  32-1  31-5  35-8  29-7  29-7  32-5  30-2  30-04  28-49  27-25 

DEATHS.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  registered  in  this  district  was  43  (17  males,  26  females)  equivalent  to 
a death-rate  of  13'31  per  thousand,  and  a slight  decrease  on  the  death-rate  of  the  previous  nine  years. 

1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897 

Deaths  49  47  56  47  66  65  50  61  45  43 

Death-rate  15-1  14-5  17-3  14-5  20-4  20-1  15-4  18-8  13-9  13-31 

(The  highest  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  one  month  was  6 in  September,  and  5 of  these  were  over  70  years  of  age.) 

Infantile  Mortality  during  1897  was  in  proportion  of  79'5  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  a thousand 
births  ; an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  The  proportions  in  the  previous  five  years  being  :• — 


1896,  76-;  1895,  51-5;  1894,  77-6;  1893,  114-2;  1892,  72-9. 

No  death  occurred  during  the  year  from  Zymotic  Disease.  The  Zymotic  deaths  and  death-rates  during  the  past  eight 


years  were  : — 
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No  death  from  Small  Pox  or  Scarlet  Fever  has  occurred  during  these  years. 

Deaths  from  all  other  causes  were  43  in  number,  equal  to  13'9  per  thousand  of  the  1891  population. 

The  deaths 

caused  by  the  principal  diseases  and  death-rates  during  the  past  eight  years  were  : — 

Deaths  from  Consumption.  Bronchitis.  Heart  Cancer.  Other 
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The  death-rate  from  Consumption  during  1897  was  2' 16  per  thousand  of  the  population. 


THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT.  Thirty-three  cases  notified  during  the  year,  giving  a rate 
of  10' 21  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

Cases  notified  : — Scarlet  Fever,  6 ; Diphtheria,  25  ; Typhoid,  1 ; Erysipelas,  1. 

Three  inmates  of  one  house  fell  with  scarlet  fever,  the  disease  was  conveyed  by  one  of  the  family  from  a neighbouring 
town,  where  she  had  been  in  service.  The  Sanitary  Authority  inquired  into  this  case  and  were  satisfied  there  had  been 
no  neglect,  and  that  the  disease  was  not  wilfully  conveyed. 

Two  more  cases  occurred  in  an  isolated  cottage  about  a mile  from  the  town  ; they  fell  ill  shortly  after  associating  with 
boarding-out  children  from  London.  The  sixth  case  also  was  one  of  infection  from  a child  who  had  suffered  with  the 

disease. 

Isolation  and  disinfection  were  the  means  used  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 

Diphtheria.  Twenty-four  cases  occurred  between  September  28th  and  November  30th.  The  first  case  broke  out  in  a 
house  in  Queen  Street,  and  was  due  to  defective  drainage,  the  soil  pipe  being  broken,  sewage  leaked  under  the  floor  of  a 
passage.  The  whole  drainage  of  the  house  has  been  relayed  and  reconstructed. 

Many  other  cases  in  various  parts  of  the  town  were  due  to  the  unsanitary  condition  of  the  dwellings,  for  instance — sink 
pipes  communicating  directly  with  soil  pipes,  untrapped  drains  in  back  yards,  &c.  In  a few  the  disease  could  be  traced 
to  the  cleaning-out  of  old  middens,  those  who  had  worked  in  them  taking  the  disease.  Drains  throughout  the  town  were 
flushed  and  disinfected  repeatedly,  and  the  patients  isolated,  by  this  means  a serious  epidemic  was  prevented  and  the 
disease  quickly  subsided.  No  death  was  reported  from  this  disease. 

The  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  one  where  the  patient  came  home  ill  and  showed  the  symptoms  characteristic  of  the 
disease  within  a few  days. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  This  is  derived  from  wells,  and  a spring  in  George  Street.  The  Council  have  supplied  me  with 
an  apparatus  for  analyzing  water  by  Wanklyn’s  Ammonia  Process.  The  public  supplies  that  have  been  submitted  to 
this  process  show  good  results.  Inspections  have  been  made  in  order  to  discover  any  likely  source  of  contamination.  A 
dead  well  was  found  near  the  well  in  the  Market  Place,  this  has  been  cleaned  out  and  filled  up.  Many  of  the  shallow 
wells  have  been  condemned  for  drinking  purposes.  George  Street  is  well  supplied.  Angel  Street  has  a well  of  good 
water  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  cottages.  I hope  very  shortly  to  devise  some  scheme  for  giving  a better  supply 
to  Calais  Street. 

Three-hundred-and-ninety-five  cesspools  have  been  inspected,  two-hundred-and-five  of  which  have  been  condemned  as 
uncemented  or  in  need  of  repair  ; more  than  half  these  have  the  repairs  executed  that  were  asked  for,  the  work  is  still  in 

progress. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  Mr.  Francis  made  853  inspections,  ordered  205  cesspools  to  be  emptied, 
received  8 complaints  of  defective  drains,  served  83  notices  on  persons  during  the  year  to  abate  nuisances.  These  do  not 
represent  all  the  nuisances  abated  during  the  year,  as  verbal  request  was  in  many  instances  found  sufficient. 

A.  BRITTEN  FRANEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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